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miserable life; when, about noon, to my great astonish-
ment, my nets, with all they contained, were brought
safe on shore to me by the waves. How much cause
had I then to praise the Giver of all Things! and how
was I afterward transported to find that none of my neces-
saries were wanting or damaged, for my case had kept
them all dry! By way of caution, I had made it of a
hide when I was at Nicoya, before I set out on the un-
fortunate expedition in the canoes, which I many times
bitterly repented of. I attributed all my present mis-
fortunes to my too great impatience of getting home to
my own country: whereas, had I contented myself to
have stayed with my sick companions, and have shared
their fortune, I might have embarked with them for
Panama, and have prevented myself an infinite deal of
suffering; but the only thing I can plead in excuse for
my hurrying away, was, that I believed they would not
allow us all to go in one vessel, and that it would be
very uncertain, when those that should be left behind,
might have an opportunity to follow them that should
go before: But enough of this.

"I shall now return to the thread of my narration.
Since Providence had thus restored to me my utensils
and provision, I was not backward to employ them to
the proper uses for which they werd afforded me. I pre-
sently made up a good fire and sat down by it to regale
myself with my plantains and coconuts; but with much
more cheerfulness and thanksgiving than I had done
before I was made thoroughly sensible of the want of
them. Here I took care to make fresh tinder of wild
cotton, which grows plenteously in these parts. Having
refreshed myself two or three hours, I began to think
it high time to depart, and accordingly took up my nets
and set forward; but here was terrible travelling, for the
ground was very rocky, and so full of sharp stones, that